FRIENDSHIP:    LA  BOETIE

Born at Sarlat, November i, 1530, a little more
than two years before the birth of Montaigne, son
of the deputy-lieutenant of the seneschal of Peri-
gord, La Boetie at an early age lost his father, and
was educated under the care of his uncle, an
ecclesiastic, to whom, as he declared on his death-
bed, he owed all that he was or could ever be.
Having been instructed by this good uncle and
godfather in the humanities, he devoted himself
with the utmost zeal to the study of law at the
ancient University of Orleans, renowned for its
law-school, tinder the eminent legist Anne du
Bourg, rector of the University, afterwards a Prot-
estant victim of religious persecution. La Boetie
was distinguished not only for his rare mastery of
the studies of law and jurisprudence; he was also
a highly accomplished worker in the field of classi-
cal philology, and found his recreation in compos-
ing verses in Greek, in Latin, and in his native
French. Like Montaigne he was admitted as a
councillor of the Parliament of Bordeaux before
the prescribed age. His marriage with Marguer-
ite de Carle, sister of a bishop and of a president,
seems to have followed soon after his entrance
into the magistracy. She was widow of the
Seigneur Jean d'Arsac, and mother of two chil-
dren. The verses Ad Carliam Vxorem, written
in absence and anticipating reunion, tell of his
great happiness in his home, and of her domestic
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